CAMELFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

. Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending: 

31st  December,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Camelford  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945,  in 

accordance  with  Circular  M/46. 

Ag 

During  the  year  under  review  the  health  of  the  District  has  been  good.  There  was  a fairly 
widespread  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  late  Spring  and  early  Summer,  fortunately  of  a mild  nature.  Two 
cases  of  infantile  paralysis  caused  some  anxiety  but  fortunately  no  others  followed.  It  is  gratifying  to  report 
again  no  cases  of  diphtheria  for  the  year,  proof  of  the  high  rate  of  immunisation  throughout  the  District. 


Social  Conditions  and  General  Characteristics. 


These  are  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  Now  that  the  evacuees  have  for  the  most 
part  gone  home  the  population  is  shown  to  be  about  the  same  as  pre-war. 


Population : 1981 

1941 

1943 

1944 

1945 


7550 

8412 

7981 

7880 

7350 


Total  rateable  value 


Total  penny  rate  product 
>>  >)  >> 


1944- 45 

1945- 46 


£89,706 
£158  15s.  Id. 

£166  (estimate.) 


Vital  Statistics.* 


Deaths.  All  causes 


Male  Female 
43  60 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  „ 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Cancer  of  uterus 

,,  „ stomach  & duodenum 

„ „ all  other  sites 

Diabetes 

Intracran.  vase,  lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Other  maternal  causes 
Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  dis. 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

13 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 


1 

1 

1 

13 

2 

6 

20 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 


6 


Total 


103 


Death  rate  per  1000  population 
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M.  F. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

49 

60 

Illegitimate 

4 

8 

Total 

121 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

16.6 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

6 

_ 

Illegitimate 

1 

-- 

Total 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

under  1 year 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Total 

3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1000  live  births 

25 

Wafer  Supply. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report  under  this  heading.  The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  is  still 
inadequate  and  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  on  the  recommendation  of  the  survey  report. 


Analyses  of  the  main  supplies  are  as  follows: 


St.  Brewaid  The  purity  is  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 


B oseastle  The  water  is  of  excellent  purity  and  its  nature  and  character  remain  constant. 


Camelford — 


The  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory  in  all  respects  as  regards  organic  purity, 
^e  only  cause  of  objection  is  the  fact  that  the  water  contains  dissolved  iron. 
Water  containing  dissolved  iron  has  an  unpleasant  taste  and  stains  domestic 
articles  a brown  colour. 


Water  sotnetimes  contains  iron  naturally  but  in  this  case  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  iron  originates  from  the  pipe,  from  which  it  was  drawn,  as  a con- 
sequence of  having  lain  a long  time  in  the  pipe.  It  seems  likely  that  the  iron 
would  be  reduced  to  an  insignificant  quantity  if  the  rate  of  consumption  were 

IQCTC&iSCCl  • 


North  Cornwall  Joint  Water  Board — 

The  purity  is  satisfactory  in  all  respects.  From  time  to  time  residents  and 

JSrcLd^tfnn«“^^^l?  attribute  various 

f-f  nnr  ^ dipstive  disorders  as  being  caused  by  it.  This,  of  course 

IS  not  the  case,  the  water  is  excellent  as  the  analyses  show. 

Drainage  end  Sewerage. 

Conditions  are  as  bad  as  ever,  no  new  schemes  have  been  initiated  though  their  urgent 
necessity  have  long  been  recognised.  urgent 

Housing. 


some  real 


The  District  has  shared  in  the  general  acute  shortage  of  labour  and  materials, 
progress  can  be  reported  at  St.  Breward. 


Despite  this 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1945. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Hospital 

Admission. 

Total  Deaths. 

Dysentery 

Erysijielas 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

126 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

““ 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

13 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

z 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

'Whooping  Cough 

1 

10 

— 

— 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29089931 


Tuberculosis. 


- New  cases  of  Mortality  during  1945. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Period. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

■25 

o5 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

2 

1 

As  the  year  under  review  saw  the  end  of  hostilities  I have  thought  it  of  interest  to  conclude 
luy  report  with  a few  general  remarks  on  the  health  of  the  District  throughout  the  war  years.  There 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  health  of  the  nation  has  been  maintained  despite  shortages  and  this  is 
likewise  true  of  Camelford  Eural  District.  Various  factors  are  responsible  e Q-  orange  juice  and  vitamins 
for  children  and  expectant  mothers  and  the  fairly  wide  application  of  meals  for  school  children  and  the 
general  rise  in  the  standard  of  living  under  conditions  of  full  employment.  To  my  mind  the  most 
important  single  factor  has  been  the  disappearance  of  the  pre-war  white  flour  and  the  substitution  of  the 
more  natural  wholemeal  variety  which  we  have  today. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Rock  House,  6 Rockhcad,  Delabole,  Seplember,  1946. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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